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The Third Chapter

Surah Bagarah now comes to a conclusion in the first quarter of
this third chapter.

Not all Messengers are of the Same Rank
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(253) Those messengers - some of them We caused to exceed others. Among them were those
to whom Allah spoke, and He raised some of them in degree

Some prophets have been given higher rank over others. For example,
Musa is known as 4l i< Kalimullah, the ‘One Who Spoke with Allah’, as

he spoke with Allah directly on Mount Tur.
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If Allah had willed, those [generations] succeeding them would not have fought each other after
the clear proofs had come to them. But they differed, and some of them believed and some of
them disbelieved. And if Allah had willed, they would not have fought each other,

If Allah wanted, He would have created man as one harmonious nation.
Rather, He made us different, so much so that even His prophets
differed; we are unlike the angels, which Allah created without freewill.
Inevitably, different people have different statuses in society, have
varying intellects, and so on. However, in terms of religion, everyone is
equal. The Qur'an is for everyone, and does not discriminate against its
readers.
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but Allah does what He intends.

Allah is the Creator. He created us as He willed. Many people cannot
understand, or cannot bare to accept this notion, so much so that it
leads them to disbelief.

Often atheists use this as an argument, stating that if a God did exist,
evil would not exist. But they fail to understand the nature of this world.
This world is a test for mankind, to differentiate between the faithful and
unfaithful, the patient and hasty, the humble and the prideful.

Furthermore, we were created with free will, and unfortunately evil is a
result of that.

Why is the Qur'an Constantly Changing Topics?

Allah #z says in 17:41:
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And We have certainly diversified [the contents] in this Qur'an that mankind may be reminded,
but it does not increase the disbelievers except in aversion.

Allah speaks of rotating the topics in the Qur'an. Some may see the
constant changing of themes and topics haphazard at first glance, but
the Qur'an has its own specific methodology. The Quran came down
first and foremost to the Prophet g&. Each instance of revelation was

relevant to his life at the time; whether it was a need for religious rulings,
or explanations of Allah’s creation.

Allah speaks of the Prophet’s g4 mission in 3:164:
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Certainly did Allah confer [great] favor upon the believers when He sent among them a
Messenger from themselves, reciting to them His verses and purifying them and teaching them
the Book and wisdom, although they had been before in manifest error.

Furthermore, the beauty behind this methodology is that a person can
pick up the Qur'an and read only 5 pages, and within those pages read
about the oneness of Allah, the messenger, the afterlife, as well as
various legal rulings and stories of people of the past.

Ayat al-Kursi - The Verse of The Throne
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Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither
drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is
on the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission? He knows what is
[presently] before them and what will be after them, and they encompass not a thing of His

knowledge except for what He wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their
preservation tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.

This verse has the most mentions of Allah (with His various names) than
any other verse in the Quran.

Allah speaks of His attributes as the Living, in that He was never born,
nor will He ever die. Tiredness or sleep will never overcome Him.

Allah knows what was before and what is to come, in that His
knowledge transcends time. Allah is not bound by time in the same way
humans are. We rely on time to live our daily lives, we use time to know
when to pray, when to eat and even measure our lives by it. All of this is
below Allah. He created time, and He could take it away without effort.
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There is No Compulsion in Religion
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There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion.

Every person is created with free will, and every person has a God given
right to follow their own free will. Yes, we are allowed to try to convince
people of our opinions, to call people to follow that which we follow, but
if one was to cross the line between convincing and compulsion, they
will have incurred sin upon themselves.

We can try to guide someone with our words, but we cannot take
someone to guidance. This is Allah’s role. Allah guides whom He wills
and misguides whom He wills.

Ibrahim and The King
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Have you not considered the one who argued with Abraham about his Lord [merely] because
Allah had given him kingship? When Abraham said, "My Lord is the one who gives life and
causes death," he said, "I give life and cause death." Abraham said, "Indeed, Allah brings up the
sun from the east, so bring it up from the west." So the disbeliever was overwhelmed [by
astonishment], and Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.

Ibrahim said to a King, Nimrood, “Allah gives life and causes death,”

and Nimrood said that he could do the same. To prove this, Nimrood

called one man and allowed him to live, then called another, and took
his life.

Ibrahim saw that Nimrood’s ego had clouded his intellect. So instead he
told Nimrood that his Lord, Allah rises the sun from the East and sets it

in the West, and he challenged Nimrood to rise it from the West and set
it in the East, and to this Nimrood had no answer.
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The Seed Parable
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which
grows seven spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

A penny spent in the way of Allah will result in the reward of thousands
of times of its worth.

Every coin of spare change you have ever given from your pockets at a
mosque collection or charity dinner, without you even thinking, a
thoughtless act has been accumulating rewards for you since the day
you gave it.

Then Allah s reminds us:
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O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with reminders or injury as does one
who spends his wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not believe in Allah and the Last

Day.

Charity is an act that should remain between you and Allah.

Allah s# then encourages us to give in charity from what is dear to us.
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O you who have believed, spend from the good things which you have earned and from that
which We have produced for you from the earth
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And do not aim toward the defective therefrom, spending [from that] while you would not take it
[yourself] except with closed eyes. And know that Allah is Free of need and Praiseworthy.

In many Muslim countries throughout history, many have often been
encouraged to purchase their Qurbani animals 6-12 months in advance
and rear the animals themselves. Thus, they would grow an attachment
for the animal by time it came to slaughter it. Slaughtering an animal
you raised yourself as opposed to a random animal picked at a market
is a true sign of obedience to Allah. Furthermore, this practices teaches
us to give in charity what we hold dear to ourselves.

In our lives, as it may not be plausible to rear an animal in our gardens,
we can transfer this concept to our general lives when giving charity.
When giving away clothing to a charity appeal, we should not only give
away those clothes which are no longer fit to wear, or are damaged. We
could instead give away an item of clothing we still have use for, or hold
dear, or even go out and purchase fresh clothing to give away.

Interest, Usury
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O you who have believed, do not consume usury, doubled and multiplied, but fear Allah that you
may be successful.

Any wealth accumulated through interest will eventually be destroyed by
Allah. Whereas wealth accumulated through profit, from which charity is
given, will me blessed and multiplied by Allah.
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The Final Three Verses

These verses are a gift from Allah to His creation.
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To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth. Whether you show
what is within yourselves or conceal it, Allah will bring you to account for it. Then He will forgive
whom He wills and punish whom He wills, and Allah is over all things competent.

This verse is a stark reminder to man. Often, when a person is alone, or
away from their families, they act in ways they never usually would in
front of others. However, we must always remember that on the day of
judgement, every evil we hid (and did not sincerely repent for) will come
to light.
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Surah Aal Imran - The Family of Imran
Madani

A virtue of Aal Imran which is similar to Surah Baqgarah is that it will
intercede on the day of judgement for those who recite it.

What is Aal Imran?

Where Surah Bagarah was about the Jews and the nation of Musa, this
Surah is about the Christians, and the nations of a family of prophets
known as Aal Imran - The Family of Imran.
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Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence.

Some scholars are of the opinion that these two names of Allah, Al-
Hayy and Al-Qayyum are the alc¥/ +..¥) al-ism al-A'zam, the Greatest

Names of Allah.

A Prayer to Remain Guided

z
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(8) [Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us from
Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.

Often people can get ‘comfortable’ in their positions. Some people
assume that praying 5 times a day, fasting in Ramadan and going to
Jumuah Salah on Fridays are enough to get to Jannah, and perhaps it
is. But it is often the case that a person robotically performs these
actions out of habit, not out of subservience for Allah s#:. They act

because they have been told to, but do not know the meaning behind
their actions.
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It is easy to become complacent in our every day lives. It is a good
practice to every week, if not every day, set a goal for yourself to learn
one new thing about Islam, whether it is learning a new portion of the
Qur'an, or a hadith, or even learning a dua and implementing it into your
daily life.

Iman (faith) is not consistent, it is constantly fluctuating. In times of great
happiness, it increases, and in times of great sadness, it decreases. In
those times of happiness, we should utilise that ‘spiritual high’ in order
to nurture our souls and prepare them for those times when, under
duress, it is possible for our faith to wain.
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g 7) THE PATIENT, THE TRUE, THE OBEDIENT, THOSE WHO SPEND [IN THE
WAY OF ALLAH], AND THOSE WHO SEEK FORGIVENESS BEFORE DAWN.

This verse paints a portrait of the heart Allah loves.

It gathers five inner qualities that shape a believer’s life: patience in hardship, truthfulness in
word and intention, humble obedience to Allah, generosity in giving for His sake, and a deep
habit of returning to Him in repentance. The final description is especially tender, they seek
forgiveness in the stillness before dawn; when no one sees them except Allah. It shows that
real closeness to Allah is not only found in public acts of worship, but in private moments of
humility, where one’s honesty and need may truly be laid bare before Him.

Being Wary of Who We Surround Ourselves With
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(28) Let not believers take disbelievers as allies rather than believers. And whoever [of you] does
that has nothing with Allah, except when taking precaution against them in prudence. And Allah
warns you of Himself, and to Allah is the [final] destination.
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Although it is not forbidden to take non-Muslims as friends, we should
always aim to surround ourselves with those who encourage us towards
our religion.

We should also think about who we are as friends. Do you as an
individual bring benefit to the relationships you are in? Are you the kind
of person who encourages those around us into the remembrance of
Allah.

This does not mean we should constantly be lecturing people, or
correcting their actions, as this could drive people away. The best way
to encourage change in others is to be the change yourself. This is why
the concept of the Sunnah of the Prophet &4 is so important in Islam.

The Prophet g was sent as the best of examples; he was the
embodiment of the perfect Muslim. Although, unlike the Prophet z&, we

are fallible (capable of doing wrong), we should always aim to try to do
what is right, and be in the habit of repenting for those wrongs we have
committed. We should always strive to keep the Rida - happiness of
Allah at the forefront of our intentions, and allow the lens of His
happiness, His eternal abode, drive all of our actions.

The Family of Imran

/////
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(35) [Mention, O Muhammad], when the wife of 'Imran said, "My Lord, indeed | have pledged to

You what is in my womb, consecrated [for Your service], so accept this from me. Indeed, You are
the Hearing, the Knowing.”

Imran and Hanna were the parents of Maryam, the Virgin Mary. Imran
was a very pious man. When Hanna became pregnant with her first
child, the couple swore their child to the service of Allah, they planned
for their child to live in Bayt al-Maqdis (Masjid Al-Agsa) in Jerusalem.
Unfortunately, Imran passed away whilst his wife was pregnant.
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But when she delivered her, she said, "My Lord, | have delivered a female." And Allah was most
knowing of what she delivered, "And the male is not like the female. And | have named her Mary,
and | seek refuge for her in You and [for] her descendants from Satan, the expelled [from the
mercy of Allah]."

When the time came for Hanna to give birth, she was shocked to have
had a girl. They had originally thought that Allah would bless them with
a son in order to serve the masjid. The baby girl was named Maryam,
and as promised she was sent the the masjid to live out her life in the
service of Allah. Allah ensured them that both males and females hold
their own unique blessings. Had they had the son, the miracle of Isa’s
birth would never have taken place.
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(37) So her Lord accepted her with good acceptance and caused her to grow in a good manner
and put her in the care of Zechariah. Every time Zechariah entered upon her in the prayer
chamber, he found with her provision. He said, "O Mary, from where is this [coming] to you?"
She said, "It is from Allah. Indeed, Allah provides for whom He wills without account."

Maryam was handed to the care of her uncle, the Prophet Zakariyyah.

Maryam’s mother, Hanna was the sister of Zakariyya’s wife, Eesha’
(Elizabeth).

From the onset, it was very obvious to everyone that Maryam was a
very blessed girl. Often, her uncle would enter her rooms and find her
with platters of food and fruit which were out of season. Clearly, these
were bounties which were miraculously granted to her by Allah.

Maryam is the only woman who holds the honour of being mentioned
by name in the Qur'an.
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(87) INDEED, ALLAH PROVIDES FOR WHOM HE WILLS
WITHOUT ACCOUNT.
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At that, Zechariah called upon his Lord, saying, "My Lord, grant me from Yourself a good
offspring. Indeed, You are the Hearer of supplication.”

Unfortunately, Prophet Zakariyyah and his wife Eesha’ (Elizabeth)
struggled with infertility for many years.
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So the angels called him while he was standing in prayer in the chamber, "Indeed, Allah gives
you good tidings of John, confirming a word from Allah and [who will be] honorable, abstaining
[from women], and a prophet from among the righteous.”

Then one day, after years of patience and service, they received glad
tidings from Allah of a baby boy to come, his name would be Yahya
(John). Zakariyyah and Eesha’ were very surprised as they were well
into old age and had been barren for years, however, as we have been
reminded time and time again, Allah is the Giver of Life, and He does as
He wills; a fact which shall be emphasised in the verse to come.
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[And mention] when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed Allah gives you good tidings of a word
from Him, whose name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary - distinguished in this world
and the Hereafter and among those brought near [to Allah].
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The Angels came to Maryam with glad tidings of a child she was to
bear. Although logically impossible, Allah willed him to be, and so Isa
was planted in his mothers womb.

Allah s says:
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Such is Allah; He creates what He wills

- Y - - z -] // ° /o . “\Z s
L2 5e S5 aedl 3 G
He will speak to the people in the cradle and in maturity and will be of the righteous.”

Although Maryam was honoured to be given such a great role by Allah
#z, any woman would fear for the consequences of birthing a child out

of wedlock. So Allah s#: assured her that this child would bare witness
for her before the people.

And [make him] a messenger to the Children of Israel, [who will say], 'Indeed | have come to you
with a sign from your Lord in that | design for you from clay [that which is] like the form of a bird,
then | breathe into it and it becomes a bird by permission of Allah. And I cure the blind and the
leper, and | give life to the dead - by permission of Allah. And | inform you of what you eat and
what you store in your houses. Indeed in that is a sign for you, if you are believers.

This verse is somewhat of a concise summary of Isa’s prophethood. He
was sent to Banu Israil' (Jews) to call them from their misguidance,
back to the light of Tawhid.

1 The Israelites, who were formerly the people of Musa
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The Banu lIsrail, as outlined in Surah Baqgarah, were a people of many
questions. So Allah sent Isa with many miracles which could leave no
room for any doubt in his role as a messenger.
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And they [disbelievers] planned, but Allah planned. And Allah is the best of planners.

Although this verse is specifically about the disbelievers at the time of
Isa, it can also hold a more general meaning that we may all benefit
from.

Often in life, when things do not go to plan, or as we expect, we as
humans are quick to grow angry or upset. Some people even go so far
as to accuse Allah of ruining their lives and plans.

However, true faith requires a leap of faith, in that one of the core
tenants of faith is belief in Qadr, fate. Allah has a plan, Allah has written
everything that was and everything that is to be. It is up to us, as
servants, to put our faith in Allah, that He has our best interest in mind.

We must remember that Allah loves us more than our own parents, and
every event that takes place in our lives has a wisdom behind it;
although we may not see it in the present, which is why in hindsight,
everything is much clearer.

Allah exists outside the realm of time, and so our fates are written
outside the realm of time also, although they play out over a timeline.
We must always bare in mind that we do not have the whole picture.

~

5‘/ T P | o f’? ,/o,eif 5/,""/? o,

@, EN Slae B35 US55 B faels Uale W] 5
(16) OUR LORD, INDEED WE HAVE BELIEVED, SO FORGIVE US

OUR SINS AND PROTECT US FROM THE PUNISHMENT OF THE FIRE

S
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