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ISSUE 8
Year’s End
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Just When the Caterpillar Thought its Life was Over, it Became a Butterfly;

The End Signifies the Beginning

Sadly for those of us in year 5, the year is coming to a close and so is our time at EC. This

year marks the end of our journey as a student of EC. “The End” weighs heavy on the human heart,
whether it marks the end of an ability to perform certain activities, the end of a relationship, the end
of a degree or a course, the end of a journey, the end of an era, the end of a relationship or the end
of a lifetime.

However, if we consider the years spent here in the blessed company of our dear and
respected colleagues, teachers and scholars from all spheres and backgrounds then this end just
signifies a beautiful new beginning. A beginning filled with the potential of investing all that was
acquired in such a blessed gathering. My memory gives way after six years but from what I can
recall...

The rollercoaster journey of Figh was provided by Mawlana Ashraf in his efforts to draw out
the thinkers amongst us and the in-depth study of Hadith encouraging discussions and debates. The
years of intense history were brought to life by Shaykh Sbini in his attempt to embed them in our
memories and the invaluable interaction with Usul al-Figh and Figh al-Mugaran were made easy;
providing the basis of the principles of Islam and the understanding of the madhahib. The
meticulously delivered lectures related to Figh, Aqida and Hadith by Mufti Khalid were his attempt
to enlighten our minds with the many perspectives of the ulama.

All this could not be achieved without Mawlana Amjad and Mawlana Zillur Rahman who
provided the basis for all this to begin with; Nahw and Sarf. Furthermore, Mawlana Amjad engaged

us in Aqida and Hadith studies, presenting it in an orderly manner to our untrained minds. And our



numerous Tafsir discussions, debates and research efforts with Mawlana Zillur slowly drew us
closer to understanding the themes occurring in the Qur’an. All of which were complimented by
Mawlana Mujahid’s passion for the Arabic language and appreciation of poetry, easing us into
experiencing the beauty of the language of the Qur’an. I recall our in-depth study and discussions
on Mustalah al-Hadith where Mawlana Mujahid brought to life the arguments and reasoning of the
ulama. Mawlana Kazi came along and opened our minds to Balagha and we were able to appreciate
the rhetoric and eloquence of Arabic; the language of the Qur’an. Ustadh Ibrahim Lawson
introduced our cautious minds to philosophy. We were excited at the prospect of understanding
philosophy and explored much content. As we progressed through the years wondering what
possible benefit this could bring our unstretched minds, suddenly philosophy began springing up in
the history of Islam, in issues of aqida, in understanding ethics and religion, and simply just aided
our understanding on a broad scale.

When we finally met Mawlana Muhammad Bhuta, he engaged with us in much needed
conversations and discussions to expand our minds. At the beginning of this year, he inspired us
with his encouraging words, re-emphasising what an honour it is to have been chosen to tread this
blessed path, one in which we are continuously struggling against ourselves and our desires, and
against the whispers of the shaytan. As did Mawlana Mujahid when he advised us to envelope
ourselves in hadith studies for nothing can bring us more closer than spending a year in the

company of our beloved Prophet 5 and saying salawat over him and the sahaba.

Dr Harvey then joined EC and introduced us to the world of orientalism and the likes of
Goldziher and others, teaching us to approach these discussions with an open mind to promote
better understanding. He also taught us the invaluable skills of researching and writing, without

which we would not have been able to complete our essays and dissertations. The next addition was



Dr Vazquez, who joined the team and introduced us to the magical world of takhrij. We were simply
blown away in learning about and appreciating the efforts of the muhaddithin in gathering,
analysing and preserving information on hadith and rijal. It was fascinating to see the wealth of
knowledge held in the books left behind as a result of the exhaustive studies by numerous ulama.
And finally, we were presented with the opportunity of experiencing our first female lecturer
Ustadha Najah in the study of Mantiq. It was very inspiring to learn from her expertise in the field
of logic, a topic which can’t be grasped easily by all and certainly not taught by all. With all this
teaching, we were not left to our own devices; Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra was invited in to provide us
with invaluable counsel and advice on chaplaincy, how to approach the Muslim community, and
other issues. In addition, we received Ustadha Safiyya’s encouraging words and reminders in the
morning halaqgas filling us with hope to continue through difficult times. And Shaykh Shams kept us
going with his invaluable nasiha throughout the years, enlightening us with his knowledge and
experience, and urging us to explore our full potential and teaching us to think outside the box. And
his passion and efforts to fundraise for EC this year have not gone unnoticed...

We cannot fail to mention our early years spent with Ustadha Amina, who brought to life the
passion of tajwid and qgira’ah. She sought out talent in students of all abilities in such a manner that
once the passion was ignited, it was never to be doused again. This was furthered by the provision
of another exciting opportunity, studying the Sab’ah Qira’at under the supervision of Mawlana
Amjad, supported by Mawlana Mujahid.

Mufti Barkatullah honoured us with his presence; we had the privilege of learning from him
and being privy to his knowledge and experience in both Mu’amalat and Mu’asharat. Dr Abdal
Hakim Murad with his level of expertise takes you to another level if you are equipped with the

tools to understand his many contentions. Whether you’re able to absorb all that he relays or not,



you certainly walk away with learning something new. Shaykh Akram Nadwi has a lofty status
amongst world renowned scholars, yet he taught us selflessly without any assumptions or
judgements, always making us feel comfortable to engage in discussions or to ask questions.

Alhamdulillah, this is what we take away with us, a world of knowledge brought together under one
roof creating a truly magical experience. The trials and tribulations simply added more authenticity
to this unique experience. As one of our classmates described it, “EC creates a magical environment

allowing us to experience what it may have possibly felt like at the time of the Prophet Z& and the

Sahaba”.

True knowledge is that which is gathered, practised and benefited from. As Shaykh Akram
reiterated in our last class, “To have a bookshelf full of books which you haven’t read holds no
relevance until you read them and apply what you learn”. So each one of us can measure ourselves
from what we have learnt or are learning. Also, as Mawlana Mujahid mentioned at the EC iftar, if
the Qur’an sits on our shelves gathering dust then we have not valued the Qur’an, in fact we have
belittled the benefits which can be derived from reciting and understanding Allah’s words.

New beginnings come from growth experiences and themselves provide the potential for
further growth experiences. So ending in this light could be seen to refer to a finish that comes
about because we have grown into a slightly different person. But we don’t become a new person
entirely. And so this end which stands before us signifies the beginning of a challenging
responsibility that faces every student regardless of their status or title, the responsibility of
diligently fulfilling the duty which comes attached to such knowledge. The important thing is to
never stop looking for new beginnings no matter where we are in our lives. This will keep us
moving forward and focused on a future we look forward to with interest, passion, and hopefulness

about the direction this future takes.



Things begin. Things end. The end of one thing leads to the beginning of another. And we
find that our previous situation leads directly into something new. Everything that has begun
eventually comes to an end. There is an ebb and flow to life. The quote, attributed to Lucius
Annaeus Seneca (often known simply as Seneca), “Every new beginning comes from other

beginnings’ end,” speaks to this circular nature of life.

Saleha Bukhari, Alimiyyah Five
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